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A NOTE FROM OUR PASTOR

On SundaymorningAugust13 Union gatheredogetherfor an
unconventionaimorningof worship.Thatdayovereighty people
joinedusintheC h i | dMemarid Hall to partnerwith Rise
AgainstHungerin packing10,152mealsfor peoplefacinghunger
iIssuesacrosgheworld. Leadingup to theevent,manyhadasked
guestionsabouthow we would eversucceedn suchalargeandlofty
goal. Thisis notanuncommonrine of questioningor G o d peaple.
AbrahamandSarahfoundtheideathatGodwould permitthemto
havea child in their old agesoabsurdthattheylaughedoutloud at
the promise!Theyevennamedheir sonlsaacwhichmeansfi H e

| a u gtiosghtldeir laughterof astonishmenthadby thatpoint
turnedto pealsof joy. Similarly, ZechariafoundtheideathatGod
would bestowa sonon his wife to be sounbelievablehathe
guestionedfi H ocanl besureof thi sevemwhenthe messenger
wasnoneotherthanthe angelGabriel,who standsn thevery
presencef God(Luke 1:19).Soonafter,Mary askedji H owill this
b e whenthesameGabrielgavehertheutterlyimplausiblenews
that,thoughshewasavirgin, shewould give birth to the only Sonof
God.

Suchquestionsareunderstandablesvenentertainedy God, but |
believetheymissthe mark. Thisis sobecauséheyall beginfrom a
humanstandpointln eachscenarigpeopleask,i h ocanl, beingof
solittle accountaccomplistrsoverymu ¢ hARddhereply fromon
highis alwaysthesameji F dumansthisis impossible putfor God
all thingsarep o s s (Matthend9:26).

Many questionedhow we, a smallcongregationyould everpack
over10,000mealsto helpthosein need Whenthetime came we did
justthat,andnearlythirty minutesfasterthanexpectedWasour
successlueto thefact thatwe werewe particularlyadeptpackers?
(Continuedon Page 2)



A Note from our Pastor ( Continued from page 1)

Or remarkablygoodatinviting friendsandfamily to join us?Perhapsn part,butata more basiclevel,
we succeedetiecausésodgaveusadesire equippeduswith fundsto makethe planpossible and
madethe family andfriendswe invited favorablydisposedo theideaof servingalongsideusthat
Sundaymorning.

Whatwasaccomplishe@morg uson August13, andthe successhatwe enjoyatanytimereally, is
only possiblebecausef God.Soto me,thatis aninvitation for usto look atthe beliefswe hold that
leadusto questionfi H oocanthisb e anmuperhapgo askbetterquestiongnoving forward.Hereare
afew commonbeliefsandquestionsve mightwishto reevaluaten light of G o d giesencavith us:

pray
When we start to ask the better questions, there is no limit to what Godonva and through us.

t o me ,

W i

I | i st en

M The Question The Truth The Better Question
Wronq) Beliefs
T h e r mobenough. i Hocanwe é ? 0 With God all things are | Where do we find the
(We lack money, possible. resources to partner in
people, commitment, bringing G o d visson to
desire, etc.) life?
lcandt . i Whwi | | é?0 With God all things are | What is God calling me
(I lack ability, possible. to do, and how is God
confidence, education, equipping me to do it?
etc.) Who else is God
empowering to work
with me?
Iwon @t done i Whwi | | é?0 With God all things are | For what purpose did
enough. Someone else possible. God allow me to wake
should step up.) this morning? Who can |
invest my time in so that
they too can learn the
joy of service?
Our situation is AWhaow?o With God all things are | How is God even now at
hopeless (the possible. work in our midst for the
opportunity we had has good of those who love
been lost; our fate is God (Romans 8:28)?
sealed) What are we being
invited to do next?
Jeremiah29:111 3 r ead s, ARoFor I know the plans

you and not to harm you,dis to give you hope and a future. Then you will call on me and come a
and |

to you.

You
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