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On Sunday morning August 13 Union gathered together for an 

unconventional morning of worship. That day over eighty people 

joined us in the Childrenôs Memorial Hall to partner with Rise 

Against Hunger in packing 10,152 meals for people facing hunger 

issues across the world. Leading up to the event, many had asked 

questions about how we would ever succeed in such a large and lofty 

goal. This is not an uncommon line of questioning for Godôs people. 

Abraham and Sarah found the idea that God would permit them to 

have a child in their old age so absurd that they laughed out loud at 

the promise! They even named their son Isaac, which means, ñHe 

laughs,ò though their laughter of astonishment had by that point 

turned to peals of joy. Similarly, Zechariah found the idea that God 

would bestow a son on his wife to be so unbelievable that he 

questioned, ñHow can I be sure of this,ò even when the messenger 

was none other than the angel Gabriel, who stands in the very 

presence of God (Luke 1:19). Soon after, Mary asked, ñHow will  this 

be,ò when the same Gabriel gave her the utterly implausible news 

that, though she was a virgin, she would give birth to the only Son of 

God.  

 

Such questions are understandable, even entertained by God, but I 

believe they miss the mark. This is so because they all begin from a 

human standpoint. In each scenario people ask, ñhow can I, being of 

so litt le account, accomplish so very much?ò And the reply from on 

high is always the same, ñFor humans, this is impossible, but for God 

all things are possibleò (Matthew 19:26). 

 

Many questioned how we, a small congregation, would ever pack 

over 10,000 meals to help those in need. When the time came, we did 

just that, and nearly thirty minutes faster than expected! Was our 

success due to the fact that we were we particularly adept packers?  
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Or remarkably good at inviting friends and family to join us? Perhaps in part, but at a more basic level, 

we succeeded because God gave us a desire, equipped us with funds to make the plan possible, and 

made the family and friends we invited favorably disposed to the idea of serving alongside us that 

Sunday morning.  

 

What was accomplished among us on August 13, and the success that we enjoy at any time really, is 

only possible because of God. So to me, that is an invitation for us to look at the beliefs we hold that 

lead us to question, ñHow can this be?ò and perhaps to ask better questions moving forward. Here are 

a few common beliefs and questions we might wish to reevaluate in light of Godôs presence with us: 
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Jeremiah 29:11-13 reads, ñóFor I know the plans I have for you,ô declares the Lord, óplans to prosper 

you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.  Then you will call on me and come and 

pray to me, and I will listen to you. You will seek me and find me when you seek me with all your heart.ôò 

When we start to ask the better questions, there is no limit to what God may do in and through us. 

 

Common (but 
Wrong) Beliefs 

The Question The Truth The Better Question 

Thereôs not enough. 
(We lack money, 
people, commitment, 
desire, etc.) 

ñHow can weé?ò With God all things are 
possible. 

Where do we find the 
resources to partner in 
bringing Godôs vision to 
life? 

I canôt.  
(I lack ability, 
confidence, education, 
etc.) 

ñWho willé?ò With God all things are 
possible. 

What is God calling me 
to do, and how is God 
equipping me to do it? 
Who else is God 
empowering to work 
with me? 

I wonôt. (Iôve done 
enough. Someone else 
should step up.) 

ñWho willé?ò With God all things are 
possible. 

For what purpose did 
God allow me to wake 
this morning? Who can I 
invest my time in so that 
they too can learn the 
joy of service? 

Our situation is 
hopeless (the 
opportunity we had has 
been lost; our fate is 
sealed) 

ñWhat now?ò With God all things are 
possible. 

How is God even now at 
work in our midst for the 
good of those who love 
God (Romans 8:28)? 
What are we being 
invited to do next? 
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