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 A NOTE FROM OUR PASTOR 

Emmanuel. ñGod with us.ò  

 

Itôs a familiar story, one we know and love, one that shapes us, 

inspires us, and challenges us. Itôs a story that gives us hope.  

 

What a remarkable promise we have in the nativity of Christ, that 

Godôs own Son came to dwell among us, to offer himself for us, to 

cleanse us, to include us in Godôs work, and to lead us to salvation. 

 

It is an occurrence worth every word of praise and thanksgiving that 

we can muster (though no words can never adequately express the 

wonder), a story that bears repeating year after year at Christmastime, 

and indeed a miracle that we acknowledge each Lordôs Day as a 

community of faith when we recite the Nicene or Apostles Creed. 

Hopefully it also factors into each of your private devotions on a daily 

basis.  

 

Now, some (including myself) object to celebrating Christmas ñtoo 

early.ò We are disappointed that the stores now begin to decorate the 

day after Halloween, or that radio stations go ñall Christmasò before 

Thanksgiving. For my part, I prefer that we reserve the singing of 

Christmas hymns until the start of the Christmas season on the 

evening of December 24, believing that the Sundays of Advent should 

instead be accompanied by such songs of longing and anticipation as: 

O Come O Come Emmanuel, Come Thou Long Expected Jesus, and, 

Hark, A Thrilling Voice is Sounding.  

 

For those who wish to wait to celebrate Christmas until its proper 

time, the concern of celebrating too early seems to be one of over-

saturation. That is, if  we are bombarded by carols, Christmas trees, 

and holiday sweets for too long, we might lose a taste for them before 

Christmas Day actually arrives! Less is more, after all, and the 

specialness and uniqueness of Christmas lay as much in the act of  
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waiting for the season as it does in the distinct traditions we use to celebrate its arrival. If we 

celebrate too early we run the risk of Christmas losing its luster. Christmas, might become quite 

ordinary.  

 

It would be a travesty for a highpoint in our Christian year to lose its significance in the mire of 

holiday shopping and sentimentalism. But in the midst of our efforts to preserve the specialness of 

Christmas, we ought not let its inherent ordinariness be overshadowed. What do I mean? Letôs 

remind ourselves of the miracle we celebrate, namely, that the eternal, all-powerful, all-knowing Son 

of God became fully human, in the incarnation. Jesus wasnôt ñjust like one of us,ò he was ñone of 

us.ò He fussed and cried like any normal baby, he pushed on parental boundaries as a teenager when 

he stayed behind in Jerusalem to visit the Temple. He reassessed his assumptions about how God 

worked with non-Jews in his encounter with the Syrophoenician woman, and he prayed that his 

heavenly father had another trick up his sleeve to redeem the world so that Jesus would not have to 

die on the cross. He experienced our pains, he learned from lifeôs lessons, he shared our fears and 

frustrations, and our joys too. Jesus was a suitable savior because he became one of us, in order that 

he might make us like him. 

 

When we sing a carol that suggests the baby Jesus did not cry, or that the Christ child was somehow 

different than other children, it ought to give us pause. At Christmas, we celebrate that God 

embraced the whole human experience, warts and all.  

Pastor Letter (Continued From Page 1) 

Service at QPRC 

On Sunday, November 12, the Deacons visited our friends at the Quarryville 

Presbyterian Retirement Community.  Pastor Elaine Swinehart led us in the worship 

service.  Communion was served to all those present.  A time of fellowship and 

refreshments followed the service.  Thank you Lord for the opportunity to visit with old 

friends and their families. 



  
 

Keeping Our Neighbors Warm 

In October the call went out, from the Deacons, for coats, hats, 

scarves, sweatshirts and all cold weather gear.  Magically, the 

coats started arriving and arriving and arriving until the coat 

racks were filled with over seventy (70) items.  Hats, scarves 

and gloves also arrived by the bagful. When the items were 

delivered to Little Britain Church for distribution, the ladies 

were amazed. I am in awe of the way God works in the hearts of 

the people of Union.  You are a caring, generous, loving 

congregation!! 
 

Tfqeė^ėslf`bėlcėpfkdfkdąąąąą 
 
Have you been noticing the new hymns that our choir has been sharing this fall? They all come 

from the relatively new Presbyterian Hymnal entitled ñGlory to Godò. This hymnal, published in 

2013, consists of over 850 hymn and praise songs to help aid in the worship experience. Some of 

our Session members were first introduced to this hymnal at a Presbytery meeting this past 

summer; and we purchased enough copies for the choir to use this season to acquaint you with 

some new music choices. We hope you find these selections to be meaningful and inspiring, and 

that they enhance our worship experience together.  Many of the hymns the choir sung in 

September, October and November were from this Hymnal; Shine Jesus Shine, Iôm Gonna Live so 

God Can Use Me, All Who Hunger Gather Gladly, Spirit of Gentleness, Lord of the Dance, Jesus 

Thou Joy of Loving Hearts, This is My Song, and The Summons.  
 

 

Kidz J.A.M. Crafts  

The kids were making string bags. 
 


