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A NOTE FROM OUR PASTOR

Emmanueli Gomthu s . 0

| t adasniliar story,onewe know andlove, onethatshapess,
inspiresus,andchallengesis.| t afsterythatgivesushope.

Whataremarkablegpromisewe havein the nativity of Christ,that
G o ddwe Soncameto dwell amongus,to offer himselffor us,to
cleanseaus,to includeusin G o dwog, andto leadusto salvation.

It is anoccurrencevorth every word of praiseandthanksgivingthat
we canmuster(thoughno wordscanneveradequatelyxpresshe
wonder),a storythatbearsrepeatingyearafteryearat Christmastime,
andindeeda miraclethatwe acknowledgeeachL o r Dayasa
communityof faith whenwe recitethe Niceneor ApostlesCreed.
Hopefullyit alsofactorsinto eachof your privatedevotionson a daily
basis.

Now, some(including myself) objectto celebratingChristmasi t o «
e a r Wegaredisappointedhatthe storesnow beginto decorae the
dayafterHalloweenor thatradiostationsgoi aC H r i s lefora s
ThanksgivingFor my part,| preferthatwe reservehe singingof
Christmashymnsuntil the startof the Christmasseasoron the
eveningof DecembeR4, believingthatthe Sundag of Adventshould
insteadbe accompaniedby suchsongsof longingandanticipationas:
O ComeO ComeEmmanuelComeThoulLong Expectedlesusand,
Hark, A Thrilling Voiceis Sounding.

Forthosewho wishto wait to celebrateChristmasuntil its proper
time,the concernof celebratingoo earlyseemdo be oneof over
saturationThatis, if we arebombardedy carols,Christmadrees,
andholiday sweetdor too long, we mightloseatastefor thembefore
Christmaday actuallyarrives!Lessis more,afterall, andthe
specialnesanduniquenessf Christmaday asmuchin theactof
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Pastor Letter (continued From Page 1)

waiting for the season as it does in the distinct traditions we use to celebrate its arrival. If we
celebrate too early we run the risk of Christmas losing its luster. Christmas, might become q
ordinay.

It would be a travesty for a highpoint in our Christian year to lose its significance in the mire
holiday shopping and sentimentalism. But in the midst of our efforts to preserve the specialn
Christmas, we ought not let its inherentordinagis s be over shadowed.
remind ourselves of the miracle we celebrate, namely, that the eterpaiwaiiful, altknowing Sol
of God becaméully human, i n the incarnation. Jesus w.
us . 0 e¢tlandfcried li&ke any normal baby, he pushed on parental boundaries as a teena
he stayed behind in Jerusalem to visit the Temple. He reassessed his assumptions about hc
worked with norJews in his encounter with the Syrophoenician woman, anqudyed that his
heavenly father had another trick up his sleeve to redeem the world so that Jesus would not
die on the cross. He experienced our pain
frustrations, and our joys too. Jesuss a suitable savior because he became one of us, in ord
he might make us like him.

When we sing a carol that suggests the baby Jesus did not cry, or that the Christ child was ¢

different than other children, it ought to give us pause. Aishas, we celebrate that God
embraced the whole human experience, warts and all.

Service at QPRC

On Sunday, November 12, the Deacons visitadrmends at the Quarryville
Presbyterian Retirement Community. Pastor Elaine Swinehart led us in the worsh
service. Communion was served to all those present. A time of fellowship and
refreshments followed the service. Thank you Lord for the oppidytio visit with old
friends and their families.




Winter Coat Keeping Our Neighbors Warm

In October.the call went out, from the Deacons cfmats, hats,
; scarves, sweatshirts and all cold weather gear. Magically, t|

coats started arriving and arriving and arriving until the coat
racks were filled with over seventy (70) items. ‘Hats, scarve:
and gloves also arrived by the bagful. When temg were
delivered to Little Britain Church for distribution, the ladies
were amazed. | am in awe of the way God works in the heal
the people of Union. You are a caring, generous, loving
congregation!!

Kidz J.A.M. Crafts

The kids were making string bags.

Tfqeéerésl f bel ( d

Have you been riwing the new hymns that our choir has been sharing this fall? They all con
from the relatively new Presbyterian Hymi
2013, consists of over 850 hymn and praise songs to help aid in the worshipreg&mme of
our Session members were first introduced to this hymnal at a Presbytery meeting this past
summer; and we purchased enough copies for the choir to use this season to acquaint you
some new music choices. We hope you find these seleatidmesrheaningful and inspiring, and
that they enhance our worship experience together. Many of the hymns the choir sung in
September, October and November were from thisHyndalj ne Jesus Shin
God Can Use Me, All Who Hunger Gather @ig Spirit of Gentleness, Lord of the Dance, Jesi
Thou Joy of Loving Hearts, This is My Song, and The Summons.



